This packet will serve as your “textbook” for the Mycenaean section. Please bring

The Mycenaeans

it to class with you each day!
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- MYCENAE

‘Homeér, the first known Greek poet;who ™ -__
lived about 700 s.c., wrote of another civiliza- |~
tion that arose after the fall of the Minoan
civilization. It was called the Mycenaean civili-
zation. In his epic, the /liad, Homer described
the wealthy palaces where heroic kings, such
as Agamemnon of Mycenae, lived. These kings
waged war against the people of Troy, a walled
city located on the coast of northern Turkey, on
the east side of the Aegean. According to the
story, the Mycenaeans defeated the Trojans in
a battle inside the city walls after hiding inside
a large, wooden horse (the Trojan Horse),
~ which the Trojans were tricked into bringing
inside the city gates.

This civilization was named after an important palace, Mycenae, located in the
Peloponnese on mainland Greece (the southern region of Greece connected to the rest of
the country by the Isthmus of Corinth). (See map on page 87.} ltwas discovered by afamous
German archaeologist, Heinrich Schliemann, in A.n. 1876. The Mycenaeans were Greeks
who came to the Greek mainland about 2000 B.c. By about 1500 B.c., there emerged a
civilization as prosperous and wealthy as that of Minoan Crete.

The archaeological remains in the Peloponnese consist of large palaces that served
the same purposes as those found on Crete. Unlike the Minoans, however, the Mycenaeans
were a warlike people. The palaces were surrounded by well-built walls for defense. The
frescoes on the walls show many scenes of hunting and warfare. Bronze weapons and body
armor and helmets made of ivory tusks were also found among the artifacts. For survival
in case of siege, the Mycenaeans built underground tunnels leadingto a water well outside
the palace gates. Like the Minoans, the Mycenaeans cultivated olives and grapes and
traded jars of oiland wine, as well as painted pottery, throughout the Mediterranean region.

-Mycenaeans buried their dead in monumental family tombs. The burial chamber of
the tornb was dug into a hillside and was approached by a long tunnel-like entrance (called
a dromos). The dead were buried with their belongings (painted pottery, gold jewelry and
cups, and weapons) on the floor or in a pit of the chamber.

The Mycenaeans had a written language, which was written on rectangular clay
tablets. The script is called “Linear B” because its characters consisted of lines. The tablets
contain lists of food and other products made, stored, and distributed by the palace officials.
They contain no-historicat information that can tell us of any wars or the reason for the end
of this civilization. Disaster struck the palaces between about 1200 and 1100 B.c. They were
destroyed by fire, and the people abandoned their homes. Many causes could have
contributed to the fall of this civilization: drought, civil war, or alitside invaders from the north
called the Dorians. There is no evidence, however, to tell us exactly wha‘t happened.
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CHALLENGES

—te

- Who were the Mycenaeans?

N

. How did the Mycenaeans capture Troy?

w

- Who wrote the epic of the /liad?

Y

. Who discovered the Mycenaean civilization?

w

- Where was the Mycenaean civilization located?

o))

- What written language did the Mycenaeans have?

~

- What may have caused the end of the Mycenaean civilization?

(o]

- What kind of food products did the Mycenaeans cultivate?

9. What type of artifacts did the Mycenaeans produce?

10. What did the Mycenaeans build to survive a siege?

11. Describe a Mycenaean tomb.
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Early Greek Cultures

Tllé Mvcenaeans

On the mainland of Greece, in an area known as the Peloponnesus Peninsula, a group of people called .
the Mycenaeans were growing ever stronger. These people were developing culture and expanding at
the very time that the Minoans were becoming weaker. The Mycenaeans had learned much from

trading with the Minoans. They built their palaces in the Minoan style of architecture and adopted their
form of writing. They had also built a strong fleet of ships able to capture trade routes and help them
establish flourishing colonies. The Mycenaeans invaded and conquered Crete in 1450 B.C. and soon
became the dominant civilization in the Aegean Sea region.

These people were named after Mycenae, the city they came from which sat high on a hill overlooking
the vast plains of Argos. Unlike the Minoans, who had ample farmlands and fishing, living in this hilly
region meant few natural resources, so the Mycenaeans became traders. Their position on the mainland
enabled them to became distributors of products from other countries. The Mycenaeans were also fine
craftsmen of weapons, jewelry, and other artifacts made from imported raw materials. They were
especially famous for their bronze work. Bronze is a metal made from smelting copper and tin
together.

The Mycenaeans were much more warlike than the Minoans. Their lack of resources and need to
acquire goods from other lands may have led them to a life of invasion and conquest. It is possible that
their warlike nature caused fighting amongst their own colonies and perhaps even the collapse of their
own civilization. By 1150 B.C. the Mycenaean culture was weak and left them a prime target for the
Dorians to invade from the north.

All of the Mycenaean cities fell to Dorian rule except for Athens. Historians believe its salvation was'
secret underground supply of water in the Acropolis. When a city was under siege, the invaders would
cut off its supply of water, and the people could not survive. Athens was able to maintain its culture as
a haven and refuge for many others while isolated from the rest of the world during the Dorian rule.

The Dorians were uncivilized people possessing none of the skills and craftsmanship of the Minoans or
the Mycenaeans. They were farmers rather than traders, so trade during their rule came to a standstill.
The Dorians had no written language. Since most Mycenaeans had fled the area, soon all written
language disappeared. Greece entered a period of decline called the Dark Age, which lasted from about
1100 B.C. to 800 B.C. :
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Early Greek Cultures

The Mycemnaeans ...,

The oral tradition of the Greeks allowed much of the history
and heritage to be passed down from one generation to
another. Tales of the Mycenaean period were kept alive
through songs and stories that were repeated during
religious festivals or feasts. Around 800 B.C. many people
from the Tonia region in central Greece built cities and ports
to expand trade once again. These people had migrated
from Athens, which had survived the Dorian attacks. A
new written language soon developed based on the Ionic
dialect and the Phoenician alphabet. It was from this region
that the first works of Greek literature came. The famous
poet Homer wrote stories and epic poems based on the
songs and tales about the Mycenaeans.

For the Greeks, Homer was the ultimate symbol of poetry and eloquence. According to Greek
tradition, Homer was a blind bard, wandering storyteller with an unmatched ability to dramatize a
narrative. He wrote two epic poems, or long poetic tales, that celebrated the battle deeds and travels of
heroes and the influence of the gods. the Jliad tecounts the story of the Mycenaeans during the Trojan
War. Historians are still unsure whether the war actually occurred, but excavations in present-day .
Turkey have uncovered the remains of a city believed to be Troy. Furthermore, investigation indicates
that a siege may have occurred during the Mycenaean period, so many believe that Homer’s tale was
based on fact. Homer’s second tale, the Odyssey, describes Odysseus’s perilous journey home from the
Trojan War and his amazing encounters in foreign lands. ]

This new development in writing and culture marked the end of the Dark Age and the dawn of a new
age of expansion called the Archaic Period.

Mycenaean Mysteries

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1. What were some contributions of the Mycenaeans {0 Greek culture?

2. How were the Mycenaeans different from the Minoans?

3.  What happened to the Mycenacan civilization?

4. What was the Dark Age?

5. How did culture and trade return to Gteece?
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